CLOVERLEAF FARM K=-375
Kennedyville, Maryland
(ca 1875)

Cloverleaf Farmhouse is an example of one common interpretation
of the central gable type of house. In plan, form, and detailing
it is representative of houses commonly built in the 1870's in
both farms and in the small towns of this region.

The allay of trees is also a common landscape feature of the
19th century. Usually farmhouses were situated far back from the
main roads with lawns in front of the house. The lanes leading

to the house were usually located to one side of the trees.
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DESCRIPTION K-375
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Cloverleaf Farm house is a central gable building which was constructed in the 1870's
by J.P. Cochran, Sr., as a tenant house. The building closely resembles other large
farmhouses of the period in its form and siting.

Cloverleaf is two-and-one-half stories in height with a three-bay front porch and a
rear ell. The main house is five by two bays and has a gable roof with a gable-roofed
dormer on each side of the three-bay central gable. These dormers have over-hanging
eaves and 6/6 sash and are identical to the two dormers on each slope of the rear ell.

Like the dormers the main house has overhanging eaves. Until very recently they
were decorated with sawn-wooden scallops, a portion of which can be seen in the
accompanying photograph.

Six over six sash windows are used throughout the house with larger windows in the
main house. In addition, there is a pointed window centered in the central gable and
pairs of three over six windows in the attic gables.

Like most houses of this type, Cloverleaf Farmhouse has a central entry with a 4-pane
overlight and three-pane, paneled side lights. The entry door has round headed upper
panels; its four panels are edged with bolection moldings.

The front porch retains its shallowed hipped roof but the original columns have
been replaced. There is a small sawn drop in the side bays and there probably were
similiar ornaments in the front bays.

Interior doors have four panels with applied Greek ogee and bevel panel moldings.
This molding profile is used throughout the house; on window aprons, with fillets and a
bead on the door trim, on the upper edge of baseboards. The major stair has an
octogonal newel and turned balusters; it is a dogleg in configuration. Interior floors

are 4" - 6" pine some with hardwood overlay. The substitution of stoves for fireplace
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cloverleaf Farmhouse is an example of one common interpretation of the central gable
type of house. In plan, form, and detailing it is representative of houses commonly
built in the 1870's in both farms and in the small towns of this region.

The alldy of trees is also a common landscape feature of the 19th century.

Usually farmhouses were situated far back from the main roads with lawns in front of

the house. The lanes leading to the house were usually located to one side of the

.rees.
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#7 Description (cont'd) K-375

in houses by the 1870's is evinced by the lack of fireplaces and
mantles on the upper floors of this building.

One characteristic feature of Eastern Shore farms in the
late 19th century was the alldy of trees flanking the houses.
The allay is illustrated in the drawing.

In the winter of 1979 the house was covered with aluminum
siding. The German shiplap siding of the building and the
paneled pilasters on its corners are no longer visible and most
of the sawn wooden ornaments have been removed from the eaves
and porches.
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